V07083

Gekopieerd uit bestandscatalogus Early microscopes:


Gilded brass is the most conspicuous material from which this instrument is manufactured. The optical tube on its three legs is mounted with a substage mirror on a triangular wooden base. This instrument is stored in a pyramid-shaped wooden case (46x20x20). The optical tube contains the eyepiece with a sliding dust cap, the field lens and an objective. Focusing by screwing the body tube through the collar. To the circular stage an illumination lens is attached and there are a hole and a tool-grip for accessories.

The accessories comprise: 5 objectives (numbered I to IV, one unnumbered, two lack their lenses), spring stage, cone diaphragm, fish-plate, glass stage insert in a brass mount and a circular engraving in the middle, brass clamp, stage forceps, 5 bone sliders in a fish-skin covered pasteboard container, [glass tube, bone slider, handle, debris].

The body-tube and collar of this microscope are both made of brass. The collar is richly decorated with two scenes illustrating the delights of microscopy. One scene depicts two men standing beside a table, on which rest two bottles and a flower. One of the men holds an oversized screw-barrel microscope before one of his eyes. The other scene depicts a man and a child, the man holding a telescope before one of his eyes. The scenes are separated by a representation of a kind of insect seen on the back and another insect opened on the back and showing some details of its anatomy.

The accessories are shaped and finished rather differently from those usually found in the drawers in the base or the case of tripod microscopes. The fish-plate, for instance, is a flat, oblong sheet of gilded brass with a slit at one end. The fish-tail is fixed over this slit with a clamp. The overall shape of this gadget is rather similar to the fish-plate that Foppes made for his microscopes (see V07055).

The attribution to Cramer rests on the shape of the base, the form of silver decorations on the three corners of the base and the decorations on the bottom half of the three pillars, which are all identical to microscope V07143, signed by him. 

